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The Headmaster’s Message

Friday 18th January 2019

A grey and wet start to the day only reminded me that we are in what some call the ‘January Blues’. It 
was therefore a real bonus to be able to present so many commendations in assembly this morning, 
largely to Key Stage 3, but with fair representation from across the Senior department. Especially 
uplifting was the fact that many of these awards were for perseverance, passion and resilience shown 
when working on a longer term project. These awards have not come easily and it reminded of a 
quote that a friend had sent me about Happiness (see below).

Success, results and happiness are not an automatic right. We all have to be proactive and put things 
in place in order to get what we want in life. 

Have a great weekend and hopefully this edition of Senior Voice can pull you out of the January Blues!
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Book Project Highlights Year 7’s 
Creative Talents 

Year 7 kicked off the Spring term with an excellent display of 
creative talent in English for their homework project.

Pupils were tasked with choosing a book 
to read and then creating a piece of work 
inspired by the themes and ideas.

Mrs Atkins was amazed at the huge range 
of ideas that the pupils came up with, 
including cakes, videos, papier mache 
models, storyboards, a French platter, batik 
cushions and much more!

All of the projects demonstrated a very good 
understanding of the books and reflected 
the deeper symbolism that was shown. 
Mrs Atkins would like to thank all of the 
parents who supported and encouraged 
their children with potentially messy projects and for all of the family 
members who starred as ‘extras’ in videos!

Resilient Ten Tors Squad Impress in 
Challenging Conditions

Before the sun was up on Saturday, Trinity’s 2019 Ten Tors squad 
were loading up ready to take on what proved to be a very 
challenging day for a practice walk on Dartmoor.

With ground conditions very wet underfoot and a route planned to test 
the team with heavier bags, the day lived up to its billing. The Trinitonian 
spirit of resilience, determination and leadership shone through. With 
visibility poor and the focus on developing their navigation skills, the 
squad zig zagged the barren moors.

The relentless tussocks and puddles were worthy adversaries and one 
bog saw most of the team sink a little more than usual! Out of the mud 
and bog there were many tired faces but the squad’s true character 
shone through with optimism and laughter as they re-gathered 
themselves. A highlight on the summit of the last climb of the day was a 
glimpse through the clouds from Ryders Hill right down to Teignmouth, 
which was shimmering silver in the sunlight.

Sunday morning would have been welcomed with aching bodies after 
having learnt so much about themselves and the character of this 
squad. Every student should look back with pride at what they achieved 
in challenging conditions.
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E-Safety - Screen Time and Usage
In technology news over the festive period and from speaking to students during the first fortnight back, 
these topics are currently in conversation.

1. Screen Time - With the launch of the Screen Time app on Apple detailing mobile phone usage, it raises 
the question as to whether this data and usage controls will serve any purpose and reduce the amount of 
time spent using our phones and makes for an interesting 
discussion. It details time spent on individual apps, and has the 
potential to set temporary controls on usage. 
https://bit.ly/2FleUPv

2. Discussion - Frankie and Bennys have taken the step of 
banning mobile phones from their restaurants, providing boxes 
on each table to store phones with the intention of leaving 
them in for the duration of the meal. It raises questions about 
whether children should have their phone at the dining table. 
Does it make them anxious if they don’t have their phone? 
Does it promote conversation? https://ind.pn/2BGawGN

Parents Study Skills Session
Over forty parents attended the Parents Study Skills Session last 
week and it was a marvellous opportunity to discuss their children’s 
progress as well as sharing study skills. 

The session focused on the psychology behind learning and the barriers 
students face due to the fact that their brains are not fully developed 
yet, which results in them finding impulse control and forward planning 
challenging. 

Parents then learnt fifteen different 
revision techniques, many of which do 
not require students to be sat still at a 
desk. All of the techniques take more time 
than simply reading a book, however 
they are all more effective because they 
require deeper processing. 

Resources have been shared with all 
parents in Senior and Prep Departments 
for parents unable to attend. Staff found 
it enjoyable to work with parents as they 
made revision aids for their children and in some cases grandchildren. 

The sessions resulted in a range of songs, poems, mind maps, cartoons, 
games  and more created, all of which enabled parents to support their 
children with their revision. The feedback was very positive and there 
have been requests for more frequent study skills sessions, which will 
be planned shortly and will include additional revision techniques.

IT Self Discovery
Five students were curious 
to learn how a computer 
works so set themselves a 
challenge.

They were challenged to 
dismantle, photograph, 
rebuild and then test a 
computer in one hour. 

Superb work from Haddow 
and Owen who were 
outstanding, aided by Harry, 
Jason and Taylor. Future 
aspiring Computer Scientists!
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The Norman Conquest
Year 7 are currently studying The Norman Conquest and have been 
examining how William I exerted his authority and gained control 
of his new country after 1066. 

In particular they have looked at the iconic 
Motte and Bailey castles – their design, 
advantages and disadvantages. For homework 
the pupils have drawn them, modelled them 
on Minecraft, created their own models or 
even produced castle cakes.

We had a fabulous lesson looking at the 
way these castles were used, defended and 
attacked and then enjoyed eating some of 
them!

Well done Year 7 Historians for an informative, creative and tasty lesson!

EAL Trip to Plymouth
On a beautifully bright and crisp winter morning our Year 12 English 
as an Additional Language students set off on a trip to Plymouth. 

Accompanied by two teachers, the students learnt about some of the 
history of the city.  They visited the Barbican and the Hoe.  Quite a few 
had not visited the city in their free time, so it was good to take them 
somewhere they had never been before. They were all very attentive 
and have written wonderful resumes of their day out.

Rock Climbing 
Success for Amelie

Year 7’s Amelie Cassidy has 
been accepted to join the  
Youth Rock Climbing Team 
at DartRock.

Amelie trialled over the 
holidays and was accepted. 
She has started training with 
them, training to compete as 
a lead climber next year.

The experience is very 
challenging and very 
rewarding. Congratulations 
Amelie and good luck!

• Friday 25th January - 
Burns’ Night Dinner for 
Boarders

• Tuesday 5th February 
- Chinese New Year 
celebrations for lunch 
and dinner

• Friday 15th February - 
Sushi Demonstration and 
tasting with an overall 
Japanese theme.

Upcoming Catering 
Events
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Trinity’s Paul or 
Leonardo Da Vinci?

Paul Fu in Year 13 has made 
a huge impression in his 
artwork recently.

Paul is studying A Level Art, 
Physics and Maths. His lessons 
always felt like separate 
entities until he tried finding 
the links between his subjects, 
and combining them. 

Paul has made these beautiful 
origami structures using just 
folded photocopying paper… 
and absolutely no glue! 

Paul is now exploring the 
mathematical principles of 
perspectives in Art as his final 
project of work and is in his 
element. Paul is definitely 
a rising star in the Art 
Department!

The Lower Sixth Geographers have been exploring the relationships 
between the water and carbon cycle and how humans can harness 
Mother Nature’s amazing plants. 

Due to their studies, their field 
trip has developed to explore 
how the bog lands of the moors 
can actually protect Exeter 
from flooding, naturally filter 
pollutants from water as well 
as trapping up to one tonne of 
carbon per hectare per year. 

With careful management of 
moorlands up to one million 
tonnes of carbon could be locked into the land each year. Currently as 
they dry out they release carbon into the atmosphere contributing to 
climate change.  

This issue is a theme that permeates all Geography courses and will 
shape our students’ world. The students will be exploring the use of 
water and the 
m a n a g e m e n t 
strategies from 
source to mouth 
on the River Exe 
from Exmoor to 
Exmouth. We 
look forward to 
reporting back 
on our findings 
in February.

Can the Bogs of Dartmoor and 
Exmoor Help Reduce Climate Change?

‘Young Art Devon’ Competition Entries
Six very talented artists in Year 7 have entered the annual ‘Young 
Art Devon’ Competition in aid of Cancer Research UK - Kids & Teens. 

The class have studied a range of artists from the South West and have 
drawn harbour scenes using a variety of media and techniques. They 
have then layered these to produce some amazing 3D pieces based on 
‘Our part of the World’. 

Entries from Amelie, Amelie, Emily, Anatole, Haddow and Jacob will be 
judged by a panel of well-known local artists hoping to be selected for 
the exhibition at Torre Abbey, Torquay at the beginning of May. 
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Trinity School were delighted to again host the South West ISA U11 
and U13 Netball Tournament yesterday.

15 teams competed on the day for the chance to play at the National ISA 
Netball finals. Teams travelled from all over the South West of England, 
with some schools having a four hour drive from parts of Wales. 

The U11 competition was won by St. Michael’s School, Llanelli, Wales, 
and the runners up were Monmouth Girl’s School Prep. The U13 
competition was a close 
competition between St. 
Joseph’s, Launceston and The 
Park, Yeovil for the runners 
up spot, but the winners 
were once again St. Michael’s 
School. Congratulations to 
all who took part and it was 
great to see some determined 
performances from the Trinity 
teams.

Trinity Hosts ISA South West Netball 
TournamentThe Psychology Buskers are 

preparing to busk on The 
Triangle, Teignmouth on 
Saturday 2nd March. 

They have learned about the 
different lobes of the brain 
and their functions, making 
paper brains and labelling 
them and also made a brain 
with a satsuma and sweets! 

Their ability to understand 
material covered at GCSE is 
amazing and their curiosity is 
exciting. We look forward to 
see them studying Psychology 
GCSE in the years to come.

Psychology Buskers

Trinity Champions

Thrive Dive 
Collaboration

On Tuesday, Trinity launched 
a new collaboration with 
Thrive Dive.  

Students will be able to make 
use of our pool to undertake 
a discovery dive with the full 
scuba kit for only £45.   The 
next step will see students 
undertaking an Open Water 
qualification culminating 
with 2 days diving at the 
end of term in Plymouth. If 
you missed this event and 
would like more information, 
please contact Miss Ashfield – 
ashfieldk@trinityschool.co.uk. 
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Commendations

Key Stage Commendations

House Key
L - Luscombe
P - Powderham
U - Ugbrooke

Amelie Cassidy (P) Anatole Kacar (L) Haddow Hales-Lavercombe (U)

Amelie Coen (L) Jacob Henderson (P) Sam Mortimer (P)

Headmaster’s Commendations
Key Stage 3

Cerys Van Es (L) Zach Foulser (U) Lewis Ward (U) Alexander Brown (L)

Emily Read (U) Maddie Brenner (U) Charlie Holman (U) Ella Clark (L)

Key Stage 4

Henry Dobson (U) Romy Klose (L) Isaac Johnson (P)

Sixth Form

Lombe Mumba (P) Jenny Sirirat (L)

Toby Roberts (L) [2] Haddow Hales-Lavercombe (U) [2] Cerys Van Es (L) [2]

Maddie Brenner (U) Alexander Brown (L) Lewis Ward (U)

Key Stage 3

Sam Mortimer (P) [3] Evan Jackson (L) Jacob Henderson (P) [3] Ella Clark (L)

Matthew Smith (P) [2] Charlie Holman (U) [2] Emily Read (U) [2] Anatole Kacar (L) [3]

Taylor Davies (P) Amelie Cassidy (P) [3] Efe Nalcaci [L] Harry Butler [P]

Zach Foulser (U) Grace Williams (P) Amelie Coen (L) [4] Nevroz Turkmen (U)

Henry Dobson (U) Holly Robinson (L) Isaac Johnson (P)

Paige Connolly (L) Romy Klose (L) Teague Bonar-Foster (U)

Key Stage 4

Dominic Wang (L) Ivan Rubio Leria (L) Jude Heathcote (L) Kai Guan (P)

Mikel Rubio Leria (L) Aaron Heise (P) Latif Tarfoui (U) D-Max Duangputta (L)
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Upcoming Key Dates
Day Date Time Event

Saturday 19th Jan 12.00pm Boarders Football v Sherborne 
(H)

Monday 21st Jan All Week Week 16 (Purple) - Catering Week 3

Monday 21st Jan All Week Y9 Giving Nations Week

Monday 21st Jan All Week Year 10 Mid Term Assessments

Monday 21st Jan 11.00am Amber Foundation visit Sixth 
Form Life Skills

Monday 21st Jan 3.00pm U13 Football v Stover (H)

Monday 21st Jan 4.00pm U14 Netball CVL - Paignton

Tuesday 22nd Jan 2.30pm U15 Netball v Bramdean (A)

Tuesday 22nd Jan 6.00pm - 8.00pm Sixth Form Parents Evening

Wednesday 23rd Jan 10.00am SW ISA Cross Country - Haldon

Thursday 24th Jan 9.00am - 4.00pm Year 7 and 8 Plymouth University 
STEM event

Friday 25th Jan All Day Mufti Day - Giving Nations

Friday 25th Jan 12.00pm - 1.30pm Burns Themed Lunch

Saturday 26th Jan 9.00am CCF Shooting at the DCCT

Sunday 27th Jan 10.30am Boarders to NTCC Service

Monday 28th Jan All Week Week 17 (Green) - Catering Week 1

Monday 28th - 29th 
Jan departing 2.00pm U14/U16 National 5-a-side 

Football - Nottingham

Wednesday 30th Jan 8.30am - 9.00am Food Council Feedback Meeting

Wednesday 30th Jan 11.00am Sixth Form Apprenticeship Show

Friday 1st - 2nd 
Feb

Fri 4.00pm - 
Sat 6.00pm Ten Tors Overnight Exhibition

Lower Sixth Psychology students visited Prep 1 pupils at the end of 
last term to conduct a study using Piaget’s conservation materials.

The pupils were asked to take part in four ‘games’ in which they needed 
to decide if an object’s quantity remains the same even if its shape 
changes. For example, pupils were shown 
two glasses of juice and asked to say if one 
glass had more or they were the same and 
then juice was poured from one glass into 
a tall thin glass and they were asked again.

We had a lovely time watching the pupils 
try their absolute best to work out the 
answers. Conservation is thought to take 
place between the ages of seven and eleven and yet each Prep 1 pupil 
was able to show that they could conserve in two or more of the four 
tasks. Go Prep 1!

Psychology Assignment for Prep 1

Year 9 are gearing up for 5 
days of volunteering and 
community service for Giving 
Nations Week.  

Their focus is ‘Life Chances’ and 
they are working closely with 
the Amber Foundation, a Devon 
charity which works with young 
people helping them get back 
on their feet after issues with 
homelessness, drug addiction 
and challenges with the care 
system. 

The Amber Foundation are 
visiting Trinity to work with Year 
9 and then running a session for 
Lower Sixth on the Life Chances 
theme. 

The week promises to be 
challenging on many levels 
with students continuing their 
Personal Development and 
Well Being journeys.

Giving Nations 2019

Careers Convention
We are delighted announce 
the first Trinity Careers 
Convention on Monday 4th 
March.  

We have a wide range of visitors 
coming from a range of sectors 
of industry.  There will be careers 
workshops in the afternoon 
and then an opportunity to 
meet  both employers, and 
old Trinitonians who have 
experience of university and 
apprenticeship pathways. 

If you think you could help 
support our current students, 
please contact Mr Acher – 
senior tutor@tr inityschool.
co.uk. The main event starts at 
5pm in the Red Corridor and 
Salle area of the school.


